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Comedy Caller | | 7 Mo Dowad B betueen W
trd and Blaecker Shy (25404800, Sadnoary: A, C
EB D F Qo Wdith 5L Sun-Thu at Fpm; 55,
foo-clrenk momraeon, Friad 9, 11 Saf gl 9
lrdspm, [ 2 Ham 310 fwo-drouk mommum
& ved l4-5un 18 Dove Attell Gregg Rogell
Wancks Sykes-Hall. Tooy Woods and Rsck Crom

Comie Strip | 568 Second Are belwceen 8] 5t
and 8Znd Stz (B6 ] -9386). Subweay: 4, 5, 6§ L
S6th 5L Sun al Spm, Mon—=Thu al 8. "l'.:p.rn
R lwodring mommum Fa oal 830
[0:300m;: Salf af 8 10:15pm, 12:30am 312,
frpe-drund o

grnd 52 Sty (593 ]850, Suledav: . 5, & fo
S9th S5t N R lo Lexmgion Ave Sien-Thu at
R4S5pm, SI1250 Friat 9. 11:15pm; Sat at 8,
[0-30pm, 12-.30am 315 eWed 14-5un 18
Tony Powell Bran Mcfadden, Billy Jaye.
Ly Varnedos and Quenon Heggs

Gindys's Comeady Room [{aomburger Har
rv's, 145 W 45th S beiween Hroadecay and
Sirth Ape (B32.1 762). Subway: A CEBDE
QNRILZI 0 42nd SL Wed at 3:30pm,
SR Fr, Sai af 830w 58, 55 Lable mummigm,
(T yout merntsom TONY, the price 135 fuwo for 31 2 )

Gotham Comedy Club 34 W 2%md 51 be
ficeen Fifth and Secth Aves (367-9000), Sub-
way: £, N, R 1, 9 to 23rd 5L San-Thu at
8:30pm: 58, two-dremi meramum, Fri, Satat 7,
9, 11:300m; 312, heo-drink meramym. #Fn
16, Sar 17: Tony Powell Eddie Bnll Margm
Rose and DO Benny,

MNaw York Comedy Club 241 E J4th 5t be.
hoeen Second and Thrd Aves (696-3233).
Subweay: 6 (o 23rd SL Sun at Spm. Mon-Thu
aft Gpm. 35, hwo-drnk muoumum Friat 9,
I1pm; Sat at 8, 10pm, mdmght 510, fwo-
AT LTI,

The Original lmprov 433 W 341k 51 be-
ficeen Nenth and Tenth Aves (279-3446). Sub-
way: A, C, Eto 34th St Thuat 9pm. Fir, Satal
8-30, 10-3 310. 89 roramum. Regulars
nchude [im Gafigan and Sandy Marx.

Stand-Up NY 225 W 78tk 5! at Broadwey
S05-0850). Subway: 1, 9to 7Oth St Sun—Tiu

2t Ppm; 37, to-drng memmum. Friat 7, 9,
[ Ip; Sat at 7, 9:30, 11:30pm. 512, lwo-
ik memmum. oFn 160 Sar IT: Melvin
reorge. Rick Crom and | R Haviin

Jptown Comedy Club “20%0 Tielith Ave al
1 3158 52838703 or 718-402-9798). Subtoay:
. Fio 124th SL Mon, Wed-Fri., Sun at S%pm;
[0, free wnth pass. fwpo-drink memmum. Up-
cum uf closed o nenpvaions, gnd therr shows
e heldd at varows locagons Cad ior detals

| led by Brent Michael Davids play un-

MAIDA STEEL

nen chorecgrapher Maldsa
WwWithers drnves to Utan, New
Mexico or Arizona to “llve on

the earth.” she means it. No

showers, nd clean clothas [ dancers
Can sympathize with that)
Just a sleeping bag. =l was cunous to
sae what the power of the land was, "
she says. "It s not just that the land
scape’ s pretty; there s something
very powerful, and | think it's the fact
that it's uninhabited. People pass
throuwgh, burt you can t just Jive there in
general. You have to live where
thera's water.”

The Southwest is the subject of
Withers's latest project, a series of
site-specific pleces called Utah * Spir-
ft Placa*5pirft Planet* TukuhnikF
vatz, a part of the Lincoln Center
Out-of-Doors Festival. Along with per-
formers dancing onstage, video
footage of dancers atop mountains
will be shown on 16-foot screens, |

“I think people always have gone
to nature to restore some power with-

g el

| in themselves,” Withers says. “This

land has a very strong spiritual pres- |
ence. When you're there, you know

| you're particlpating In something |
D Thadd™s | [ |5 First Ave betuween 61351 |

healing and pretty powerful. And it"s
exotle, too. As we stand on top of
thosa cliffs and dance, sometimes
thera's a straight drop of 2,000 feet.”
Utah *Spirit Place features eight |

| principal dancers and eight supporting | l

dancers. Tha latter serve as spirt fig-
ures | two of them walk on stilts) repre- |
senting the rock-art Withers
discovered inscribed on the sides of
the mountains. Five dancers appear on
video, and an ensamble of musicians

conventional instruments, including a
crystal quartz flute, and Davids

speaks In Native American languages.

The dancers are In constant ac-
tion, pushing the boundaries of pure
physical dance, but Withers says

the plece Is an exploration of spiritu
*“The work |s about a transfor
that |

ality
matior feal our consclousness
aof the has Drought about, In
that we know that our behavior as 3
human speciés |§ |ecpardizing our
continuation. And not on a negative
an some profound positive

EArth

Evel DUt

evel we're
We can change

different way.

realizing our potential.
and 00 things In a
S0 the
Deauty—a ne-

of our more anclient salf

oEtter and
WOrKE 15 Meally about

- il -
COnNNEeCTior

with our future saif.”
Withers WwWas railsed in Ranab.
Litah, where her family has lived for

ons. During the 1898 Col
orado Hiver Zosd rush, hed Zreat uncle
Dave Rust and grandfather Willlam
Rust developed tourtsm in southern
Litah. Phantom Hanch in the Grand
Canyon was orgnally called Rust
Camp untll the federal government
confiscated it, gesignating it a na-
tional park in 1918, "My childhood
was spent on these land sites,” With-
&S 5ays. “What took me back there
was the thought, How could my fami-
Iy have possiDly survived on thes Dar-
ren but magnificent earth? ™

Although she wasn't exposed to a
ot of dance in Utah, as a child she
studied tap and took a class that in-
cluded acrobatics, jJarz and ballet. Her
modem training didn't begin until col
lege at Brigham Young University and
Connecticut College, where she met
Martha Graham, Merce Cunningham
and later, in Germany, Mary Wigman.
She has never, however, danced in an-
other choreographer s company. My
own Instincts were always strong as a
creative and performing artist.”

Based In Washington D.C., where
she s a professor in the dance depart-
ment at George Washington Universi
ty, Withers stlll dances. At 58, she
has no plans to glve it up: “| laugh
sometimes; | have a lot of documenta-
tion of my work, and I'm always think-
ing, When I'm 90 years old in the
old-folks home, | can look back and
watch my videos! Dancing seems |
quite easy for me. | don't have any
pain or struggle; | don't have any prob- |-
lems. Someone asked me, ‘How can
you keep dancing?’' but | think it's
easy. | dance every day. Dance glves
you $0 much life and so much power.
Just the moving alone brings a more
dynamic life to me. Until | can'tdo it, |
plan to.” —Gla Kourias
Maida Withers Damce Construction
Company performs at Lincoln Cenler
Out-of-Doors Festival Tuesday 20.
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At Odds: A Collection of Pecullar Works
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Aris Thealre g E 27tk 5 between Leaxmg
fom amd T rere Ave . 285 uinaTy: 5 lo
200k 50 Then B35 O30 20 Lependary Span-
s dancer Ko relu for her 24th New Yok
SERSOR. wihich rns through Sept 2 and pre-
GErie e Todk WINE WOkl premieres: Crnen o
Set 1o s by Enrgue Cor anados; Cracon del

Torrere (- Bullbghters Praver™ and B 'L..,mn
- ..1._'-""‘!." ramba dance. She |l also perforT
repertory works Carrrodm mr.a;':"*rrrrr...a
Mueriz ....rﬁn!.:‘.

o

Waornan Ell‘l‘tll‘lt.l.‘- :‘Lf :'u',l."q,.l:l-'I 432 E
.?‘.':.’ St betwwen First and York Aves. técond

fioor [426-5800). Subway: 4, 5, 6 lo f':.r_:r.l- 5t
Spm, 512 Loreles Bayne and Darla Stanley
presenta Bk of uﬂ.r!'['E' "']l!:-ll-ﬂ' and comput-
er ancmation i Kedwel Performers include
Jon Stark and Phyils Whitehouse.

.I.I'Irll'l Ailay American Dance Canter
211 W&1st St between Tenth and Eleventh
Apes (T67-0940). Subweay: A, C.B.D 1,91
59th Sl-Columbus Circle 8pm; .'.J-tﬂ-tﬁr{ s25
The Adley Dance Center presents three stu-
dio performances.

At Odds: A Collection of Peculiar Works
Spm. See Wed 14. Torught Frethert Makes a

-I.q.. Jorn Ang J§

Stand, a biack comedy based onShakespeare's |

Earmﬂf-mg w&mh feam]::sdugzlzil?tn E{.:rl;llirrl‘l
Rowell and ¢ m::gnp ¥ by e
Runs through Sept L.

Dallas Black Dance Theatre /0-70am |

(Just for Kids at Founiam Plaza), 8:15pm. See
Wead 14,

Fald Ballets/NY Ses Wed 14, Pro-
gram: Shuffle, Echo, Yo Shake-
speare, Industryand Evenng Chant.
Jacob’'s Plllow Ses Wed 14 Tpm
“Sounds in Motion: Dianne Mcintyre Choreo-

graptﬁtnhuhlui:. a lecture by Veta Guler.
lhlt Im Eh;ﬂdﬂrmkc,&n.ﬂ_ Jazzdance
Danny Buraczesk:

ts Fuerza Viva,
Pﬂmhmnl:nw..{mt {Four Scenes from
the Life of Art Pepper} and Sunng Concerta

8:30pm. 538: Hubbard Street Dance Chicago
August14-21, 1996 41




